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Abstract—We study transmission over multiple-antenna blockfading channels with imperfect channel state information at
both the transmitter and receiver. Specifically, we investigate
achievable rates based on the generalized mutual information.
We then analyze the corresponding outage probability in the
high signal-to-noise ratio regime.

I. I NTRODUCTION
The block-fading channel is a widely-used model to represent transmission over slowly-varying fading scenarios. The
channel is non-ergodic and the reliability of transmission
is limited by the information outage probability [1]. The
majority of works on block-fading channels studied the outage
probability assuming perfect channel state information (CSI)
(see, e.g., [2], [3]). This idealistic assumption seems to be too
optimistic in practical scenarios as the CSI is usually imperfect
due to imperfections in estimating the channel.
This paper studies imperfect CSI in block-fading channels.
Specifically, each communicating terminal is assumed to acquire a noisy version of the actual CSI. The imperfect CSI
at the transmitter (CSIT) is used to adaptively allocate power
across different fading blocks (subject to a long-term power
constraint) with the aim to improve the performance. At the
receiving end, the receiver perceives the noisy CSI as if it was
noiseless and uses a nearest neighbor decoder. Because of the
noisy CSI at the receiver (CSIR), the decoder is mismatched.
With this setup, we investigate the generalized mutual information (GMI) [4]—which is an achievable rate under mismatched
decoding—to examine the effect of imperfect CSI on the
reliability of transmission.
This study was initiated in [5] for a single antenna setup.
In this work, we extend the results of [5] to multiple-input
multiple-output (MIMO) channels. and provide upper and
lower bounds on the GMI of a MIMO block-fading channel.
These bounds are then used to find the outage exponent and to
determine diversity-achieving input distributions. (The outage
exponent is defined as the high signal-to-noise ratio (SNR)
slope of the outage probability curve plotted in a logarithmiclogarithmic scale against the SNR.)
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II. S YSTEM M ODEL
Consider a MIMO block-fading channel with nt transmit
antennas, nr receive antennas and B fading blocks. The output
of the channel for block b, b = 1, . . . , B, is an nr × Jdimensional random matrix
1

Yb = Hb Pb2 Xb + Zb

(1)

where Zb is the nr × J-dimensional noise matrix and Xb ∈
X nt ×J is the transmitted signal matrix; Pb ∈ �nt , J and X
denote the transmission power matrix, the block length and the
constellation set, respectively. The entries of Zb are assumed
to be independent and identically distributed (i.i.d.) complexGaussian random variables with zero mean and unit variance.
The (nr × nt )-dimensional matrix Hb is the b-th fading matrix
and is assumed to be i.i.d. across b = 1, . . . , B. We further
assume that the entries of Hb are i.i.d. zero-mean unit-variance
complex-Gaussian random variables.
The codeword for message m ∈ {1, . . . , 2BJR } is denoted
by X(m) = [X1 (m), . . . , XB (m)] where R is the data rate. The
entries of X are drawn i.i.d. from a probability distribution over
X nt . We assume that R is a fixed positive number implying
zero multiplexing gain [2]. We further assume that codewords
2
1
are normalized such that BJ
�[�X�F ] = nt where � · �F
denotes the Frobenius norm.
We assume an additive-noise imperfect CSI model, i.e.,
CSIT H̃b = Hb + Ẽb

(2)

CSIR Ĥb = Hb + Êb ,

(3)

where error estimation matrices Ẽb and Êb are independent.
The entries of Ẽb and Êb are assumed to be independent from
Hb and i.i.d. complex-Gaussian random variables with zero
˜
ˆ
mean and variances ε̃2 = P −de and ε̂2 = P −de , respectively,
where P is the average SNR. The positive parameters d˜e and
dˆe are incorporated to denote the CSIT-error and the CSIRerror diversities, respectively. This model corresponds to a system that exploits channel reciprocity [6], for which the fading
realization stays constant within a block and fading estimation
is possible at both communicating ends at approximately the
same time. Furthermore, it captures widely-used pilot-aided
channel estimators with error variance inversely proportional
to the pilot SNR [7].
For a given CSIT matrix H̃ � [H̃1 , . . . , H̃B ], the power

matrix Pb is assumed to be the scaling of the nt × nt identity
matrix Int
� �
� � Pb H̃
Pb H̃ =
I nt .
(4)
nt

We further denote the power allocation matrix as P �
[P1 , · · · , PB ] and the CSIR matrix as Ĥ � [Ĥ1 , . . . , ĤB ]. We
further consider an average power constraint
�
�
B
1 � � � ��
tr Pb H̃
≤P
(5)
�
B
b=1

where tr(·) denotes the trace operator. For each block, power
adaptation uses noisy fading information for all blocks b =
1, . . . , B to adapt the scalar power coefficient Pb in order
to improve performance. This model is relevant for multicarrier transmission, where the channel is estimated in the time
domain, but transmission is in the frequency domain.
By treating the imperfect CSIR as if it was perfect, the receiver infers the transmitted message using a nearest neighbor
rule, which outputs the message m̂ such that
m̂ =

(6)

Q(X(m), Y, Ĥ, P)

arg max
m∈{1,...,2BJR }

where

�

Q(X, Y, Ĥ, P) ∝ exp −

B �
�
b=1

�2
1
�
�
�Yb − Ĥb Pb2 Xb �

F

�

(7)

.

III. GMI OF THE MIMO B LOCK -FADING C HANNEL
For a given fading matrix H, CSIR estimate Ĥ and power
allocation matrix P, the average error probability for the
ensemble of i.i.d. random codes of rate R can be bounded
[8] as
Q
P̄e (H, Ĥ, P) ≤ 2−BJEr (R,H,Ĥ,P)
(8)
where

ErQ (R, H, Ĥ, P)

B
1 � Q
= sup
E0 (s, ρ, Hb , Ĥb , Pb ) − ρR
s>0 B
0≤ρ≤1

b=1

is the mismatched error exponent and where

(9)

denotes the generalized Gallager function for a given Hb , Ĥb
and Pb [8]. Since E0Q (s, ρ, Hb , Ĥb , Pb ) is concave in ρ, ρ ∈
[0, 1], the largest slope of the Gallager function occurs at ρ =
0. The GMI is the resulting rate [8]

s>0

B
1 � gmi
Ib (Pb , Hb , Ĥb , s)
B
b=1

Ibgmi (Pb , Hb , Ĥb , s) =
�
�
�


�
Qs X, Y , Ĥb , Pb
�
�
��
� �� Hb , Ĥb , Pb  .
�  log2 �
�
� Qs X � , Y , Ĥb , Pb � Y , Hb , Ĥb , Pb �
(12)
Convexity analysis of E0Q (s, ρ, Hb , Ĥb , Pb ) reveals that the
exponent ErQ (R, H, Ĥ, P) is only positive whenever R ≤
I gmi (H, Ĥ, P) − �. Then, for rates below I gmi (H, Ĥ, P),
P̄e (H, Ĥ, P) can be made arbitrarily small by increasing the
block length J. The ensemble average implies that there exists
a code with rate R such that its error probability vanishes with
J as long as R ≤ I gmi (H, Ĥ, P) − �, proving the achievability
of I gmi (H, Ĥ, P). When Ĥ = H, the GMI gives the mutual
information of the perfect CSIR case, as s = 1 is optimal.
For a given input distribution, expressing the right-hand
side (RHS) of (11) may in general be difficult due to the
optimization over s > 0 across B fading blocks. Therefore,
non-trivial upper and lower bounds are relevant in the analysis.
A GMI upper bound can be obtained by exchanging the
supremum and the average on the RHS of (11), i.e.,
I gmi (H, Ĥ, P) ≤

B
1 �
sup Ibgmi (Pb , Hb , Ĥb , s).
B
s>0

(13)

b=1

This upper bound leads to the exact GMI in a number of
cases, e.g., when the optimizing s on the RHS of (13) does
not depend on Pb , Hb and Ĥb or when B = 1 (quasi-static
channel). Also, for single-input single-output (SISO) channels
with Gaussian inputs, the optimal value of s can be found
analytically. A GMI lower bound can be obtained by choosing
a particular s. As shown in [9, App. D], a good choice is
ŝ =

B
� .
1 2
�B �
�
�
Bnr + b=1 �Êb Pb2 �

(14)

F

Using the non-negativity of the GMI [9, Prop. 2], we obtain
�
�
B
1 � gmi
gmi
I (H, Ĥ, P) ≥ max 0,
Ib (Pb , Hb , Ĥb , ŝ) . (15)
B
b=1

E0Q (s, ρ, Hb , Ĥb , Pb ) =
�� ��
�s �
��ρ
Q(X � , Y , Ĥb , Pb ) ��
− log2 � �
�X, Y , Hb , Ĥb , Pb
Q(X, Y , Ĥb , Pb ) �
�
�
�
�
(10)
�Hb , Ĥb , Pb
�

I gmi (H, Ĥ, P) = sup

where

(11)

The RHS of (15) is an achievable rate as all rates below
I gmi (H, Ĥ, P) are achievable.
IV. O UTAGE AND THE H IGH -SNR B EHAVIOR

The average error probability of long codes when the fading
varies from codeword to codeword is obtained by averaging
(8) with respect to H, Ĥ, P in the limit as J tends to infinity,
�
�
Q
P̄e ≤ lim � 2−BJEr (R,H,Ĥ,P)
(16)
J→∞
�
�
= inf Pr I gmi (H, Ĥ, P) − � < R
(17)
�>0
�
�
= Pr I gmi (H, Ĥ, P) < R � Pgout (R)
(18)
where (18) defines the generalized outage probability.

An important outage performance indicator is the outage
exponent, defined as
d � lim −
P →∞

log Pgout (R)
.
log P

(19)

In words, the d is the high-SNR slope of Pgout (R) plotted in
a logarithmic-logarithmic scale against the SNR.
The following result gives the outage exponent of a system
that optimizes the power to minimize Pgout (R) subject to the
power constraint (5). The proof uses the bounds (13) and (15)
and interestingly, it does not require an explicit characterization of the minimum-outage power allocation scheme.
Theorem 1: Consider transmission over the MIMO channel
(1) with CSIT and CSIR error diversities d˜e and dˆe as
described in Section II. The outage exponent dicsi for both
Gaussian and discrete constellations of size 2M is
� u ˆ
dcsir de ,
if dˆe ≤ 1 + ducsir d˜e
�
�
dicsi =
(20)
ducsir 1 + ducsir d˜e , if dˆe > 1 + ducsir d˜e

where ducsir is the perfect-CSIR outage exponent with uniform
power allocation, given by
�
Bnt nr ,
for Gaussian inputs
u
�
� �
���
dcsir =
R
nr 1 + B n t − M
, for discrete inputs.
(21)
Proof: (Sketch) The proof for the MIMO case follows
the same general lines as that for the SISO case [5, App. A],
which involves analyzing the asymptotic behavior of optimal
power allocation, evaluating the asymptotic Pgout (R) and
characterizing the asymptotic outage set, and evaluating the
exponent using Varadhan’s lemma [10].
There are three key steps to extend the proof to the MIMO
case. The first step obtains the asymptotic power allocation
by evaluating the expectation (5) using the joint density of
the entries of H̃, which are independent by assumption. The
second one is to obtain an asymptotic expression Pgout (R)
using the joint density of the entries of (H, Ê = Ĥ − H, H̃).
The third one is to characterize the asymptotic outage set using
the GMI bounds (13) and (15).
The result captures the following important observations.
1) The case dˆe ≤ 1 corresponds to the CSIR being
too unreliable. Any available CSIT cannot improve the
outage exponent via power adaptation. The poor quality
of the CSIR makes power adaptation as good as uniform
power allocation in terms of outage exponent (see [9] for
the result with uniform power allocation).
2) The case dˆe > 1 corresponds to the CSIR allowing for
power adaptation gains.
a) Case dˆe ≤ 1 + ducsir d˜e : Though power adaptation
improves the performance, the outage exponent is
limited by the quality of the CSIR. The outage exponent improves as the quality of CSIR improves.
b) Case dˆe > 1 + ducsir d˜e : Full performance improvement is achieved with power adaptation as the
achievable outage exponent is identical to the
perfect-CSIR outage exponent in [11], [12].

The outage result in Theorem 1 corresponds to a system
where the transmitter estimates the channel independently of
the receiver. This is a typical model for two-way training
for which both the transmitter and receiver transmit pilot
symbols. One might also consider a CSIT model for which the
transmitter obtains a noisy version of the CSIR via a dedicated
feedback channel. This is commonly referred to as the meanfeedback model [13]. For this model, we have for block b,
transmit antenna t and receive antenna r that
CSIR

Ĥb,r,t = Hb,r,t + Êb,r,t ,

(22)

CSIT

H̃b,r,t = Ĥb,r,t + Ẽb,r,t .

(23)

The CSIT can then be rewritten as
(24)

H̃b,r,t = Hb,r,t + Êb,r,t + Ẽb,r,t .
˜

ˆ

The CSIT noise has zero mean and variance P −de + P −de .
The CSIT-error diversity is then obtained from the exponent
˜
ˆ
of P −de + P −de , which is given by min(d˜e , dˆe ). Thus, for the
mean-feedback model, the outage exponent can be obtained
by replacing d˜e with min(d˜e , dˆe ) in Theorem 1.
V. D ISCUSSION
A. Connections with Previous Works
The technique used to derive the outage exponent is based
on the GMI, which is the largest achievable rate for i.i.d.
generated codebooks [4], [14], [15]. Therefore, the outage
result in Theorem 1 is the optimal diversity for i.i.d. codebooks
(Gaussian or discrete) and a nearest neighbor decoder. An
improved achievable rate (LM rate) can be obtained with
codewords satisfying a good cost constraint [4], [14].
Several works in the literature studied a similar problem, but
used different information rates. In particular, we refer to the
works in [16]–[18] for comparison on the validity as achievable rates. For simplicity and for the sake of comparison,
we consider a SISO quasi-static channel (B = 1). References
[16]–[18] assumed Gaussian inputs and linear minimum meansquared error (LMMSE) channel estimation at the receiver,
where the estimate Ĥ is related to the actual fading H as
H = Ĥ + Ê

(25)

where Ê is the scalar fading estimation error having zero mean
ˆ
and variance P −de . Thus, from (1) and (25) we can write the
input-output relationship as
√
√
Y = P Ĥx + P (H − Ĥ)x + Z
(26)

where Y and Z are the random received and noise vectors,
respectively, which take values on �J ; x is the J-dimensional
input vector; P is the transmission power. Note that since
every realization of Ĥ is known at the receiver,
√ the argument
in [16]–[18] is that one can treat the term P (H − Ĥ)x as
an additional noise term. It was further argued in [16], [18]
that by modeling the signal-dependent noise
√
Z � = P (H − Ĥ)x + Z
(27)

12
10

I gmi (H, Ĥ, P )
8

Density

as a zero-mean Gaussian noise with i.i.d. entries independent
of x and each having variance 1 + P |H − Ĥ|2 one can obtain
a rate that is claimed to be a lower bound to the instantaneous
mutual information as [18]
�
�
P |Ĥ|2
I(H, Ĥ, P ) = log2 1 +
.
(28)
1 + P |H − Ĥ|2
Note that the above expression leads to an outage exponent
that is obtained by solving
�
�
Pr I(H, Ĥ, P ) < R
�
�
�
�
P |Ĥ|2
= Pr log2 1 +
< R . (29)
1 + P |H − Ĥ|2
Interestingly, using the lower bound in (15) and following the
steps used in [9, App. D] for B = 1, the GMI can be lowerbounded by
�
�
2
P
|
Ĥ|
1
I gmi (H, Ĥ, P ) ≥ log2 1 +
−
.
2
log
2
1 + P |H − Ĥ|
(30)
In the high-SNR regime, the constant difference between (28)
and the RHS of (30) does not affect the outage exponent.
Thus, it is not surprising that for the case under consideration,
our results are identical to the results in [16], [18]. Remark
that although the model (25) differs to (3) in terms of which
variables correlate to each other, it can be shown that such a
difference does not affect the outage exponent as long as we
perform a proper chain rule on the joint density of H and Ê.
Rate (28) seems to be easier to evaluate than the GMI.
However, there are some technical problems associated with
the derivation of (28), which we explain in the following.
•

To the best of our knowledge, there is no explicit proof
on the achievability of I(H, Ĥ, P ) for a given H, Ĥ.
The argument to derive (28) follows from [19], where
LMMSE channel estimation is used at the receiver to
derive a lower bound to the blockwise-ergodic capacity.
In this blockwise-ergodic setup, the block length J is
finite, and the capacity expression is obtained via coding
over infinitely many blocks, where the estimate Ĥ and
the error (H − Ĥ) have uncorrelated statistics over these
many blocks. A lower bound to the blockwise-ergodic
capacity can then be obtained using the steps in [20,
Sec. III] via averaging over all states of fading and its
corresponding estimate.
It is not clear whether the technique in [19] can directly
be applied to non-ergodic fading channels. As supposed
to coding over infinitely many blocks, in a quasi-static
channel, coding is performed for only one block and
the block length J is taken to infinity to recover the
information outage probability [2], [3]. Note that during
a single block, both fading H and fading estimate Ĥ are
constant. Hence, rate (28) may not be an accurate lower
bound to the instantaneous mutual information for the
block of interest as both H and Ĥ (and thus (H − Ĥ)) are

I(H, P )
6
4

I(H, Ĥ, P ) < I(H, P )

I(H, Ĥ, P ) > I(H, P )
I(H, Ĥ, P )

2
0
0

0.5
1
1.5
Information rates (bits per channel use)

2

Fig. 1. Comparison of the densities of the GMI and the lower bound (28)
with fading realization H = 1, transmission power P = 1 (unit power) and
CSIR-error variance ε̂2 = 0.1.

•

constant within a single block alone. It therefore follows
that there is no guarantee that transmitting codeword at
rate R = I(H, Ĥ, P ) − � for any � > 0 has a vanishing
error probability as the block length J tends to infinity.
This is in contrast with I gmi (H, Ĥ, P ) for which the
achievability has been proven in [8].
For some H and Ĥ, we may find I(H, Ĥ, P ) that is
larger than the perfect-CSIR mutual information
�
�
I(H, P ) = log2 1 + P |H|2 .
(31)

We illustrate this in Fig. 1 where we assume power
P = 1 and fading realization H = 1, and we use
estimation (25) to compute the density of I gmi (H, Ĥ, P )
and I(H, Ĥ, P ). For a given H = 1, the probability
that I(H, Ĥ, P ) is greater than I(H, P ) is non zero,
which implies that the lower bound (28) violates the
data-processing inequality. This result indirectly disproves the achievability of I(H, Ĥ, P ), in contrast to
I gmi (H, Ĥ, P ), which is always smaller than I(H, P )
as shown in [8].
�
• It is not clear whether modeling Z in (27) as a signalindependent Gaussian noise would still result in the
correct exponent for discrete inputs.
Based on the preceding comparisons, we observe that rate
characterization in [16]–[18] may fail to guarantee achievable
outage performance. On the other hand, mismatched decoding
approach via GMI will always provide an accurate characterization on achievable outage performance.
B. Diversity-Achieving Input Distributions
Gaussian inputs are no longer optimal for the channel (1)
when CSIR is imperfect. We can show using (12) that the
outage exponent for Gaussian inputs is a lower bound to
the outage exponent for some input distributions satisfying
certain conditions. We first assume that the input vector is
i.i.d. over all transmit antennas and all channel uses and is
such that �[|X|2 ] = 1. The expression in (12) (in natural-base

logarithm) can be decomposed into two terms as follows
�
�
��
�
�
Ibgmi (Pb , Hb , Ĥb , s) = � log Qs X, Y , Ĥb , Pb � Hb , Ĥb , Pb
�
�
�
��
��
�
�
�
− � log � Qs X � , Y , Ĥb , Pb � Y , Hb , Ĥb , Pb � Hb , Ĥb , Pb .
(32)
Evaluating the first term of (32) yields
�
�
��
�
�
� log Qs X, Y , Ĥb , Pb � Hb , Ĥb , Pb
�
��
��
�2 ��
1
�
�
= −s nr + � �Êb Pb2 X � �� Hb , Ĥb , Pb
�
�
��
��
�
1 2
�
2 ��
2�
≥ −s nr + � �Êb Pb � �X� � Hb , Ĥb , Pb
F
�
�
� �
1 2
�
�
= −s nr + nt �Êb Pb2 �
F

(33)
(34)
(35)

where we have denoted �·� as the Euclidean norm, and where
inequality (34) is due to the property �AB�2F ≤ �A�2F · �B�2F
[21, Sec. 5.6]. The first expectation in the second term of (32)
can be evaluated as follows
�
�
��
�
�
� Qs X � , Y , Ĥb , Pb � Y , Hb , Ĥb , Pb
�
�2
�
�
�
1/2
−s�Y −Ĥb Pb x� �
=
PX (x� )e
dx� .
(36)
x�

Then, if the input density can be bounded as

G −�x�2
e
,
x ∈ �nt
(37)
π nt
for some constant G > 0, independent of the SNR, then the
above expectation can be bounded as
�
�2
�
�
�
1/2
−s�Y −Ĥb Pb x� �
PX (x� )e
dx�
�
x
�
�2
�
�
1 −�x� �2 −s��Y −Ĥb P1/2
x� �
b
≤G
e
e
dx�
(38)
n
t
x� π �
�
�
�−1
G · exp −sY † Inr + sĤb Pb Ĥ†b
Y
�
�
=
.
(39)
det Inr + sĤb Pb Ĥ†b
PX (x) ≤

With s > 0, Ibgmi (Pb , Hb , Ĥb , s) can then be lower-bounded as
Ibgmi (Pb , Hb , Ĥb , s)
�
�
� �
�
�
1 2
�
�
≥ log det Inr + sĤb Pb Ĥ†b − s nr + nt �Êb Pb2 �
F
�
�
�−1 �
− log G + � sY † Inr + sĤb Pb Ĥ†b
Y .
(40)

The RHS of (40) is similar to Ibgmi (Pb , Hb , Ĥb , s) for Gaussian inputs, except for the extra terms − log G and nt in
1
nt �Êb Pb2 �2F (nt is replaced by 1 for Gaussian inputs). However, since those terms do not depend on the SNR, they
do not affect the outage exponent. Then, noting that the
outage exponent for Gaussian inputs derived using GMI upper
and lower bounds are identical (as given in Theorem 1), it
follows that for any input distribution meeting the condition

(37), the outage exponent is lower-bounded by the outage
exponent for Gaussian inputs. It is not yet clear whether
this lower bound is tight because solving the GMI upper
bound for input distributions such that (37) holds remains a
challenge. This also implies that there may possibly exist other
input distributions having a larger outage exponent than the
Gaussian distribution.
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